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ABSTRACT 
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writing questions. Some test-taking strategies are outlined, and descriptions 
are given of the reading, writing, and mathematics tests. Appendixes contain 
the scoring keys for the sample test items included for each area, the 
writing rubric, the AIMS mathematics reference sheet, and a review of test 
taking strategies. (SLD) 
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The purpose of l ) " this Student Guide to AIMS is to give you helpful 

information about the high school exit level assessment (Arizona's Instrument to Measure Standards), which you must 

pass in order to complete the state's high school graduation requirements and earn an Arizona high school diploma. This guide 
will help you understand how the standards will be tested, familiarize you with the types of questions you will be asked, and 
explain how your responses will be scored. Please note that that this guide is formatted specifically to save space and does 
not represent the actual formatting used in AIMS. 



What is AIMS? 

Arizona's Instrument to Measure Standards (AIMS) measures your achievement of the Arizona Academic Standards 
adopted by the State Board of Education in three subject areas: Reading, Writing, and Mathematics. 

What subjects are tested on AIMS? 

Reading, Writing, and Mathematics will be tested with one test for Reading, one for Writing, and one for Mathematics 
covering six areas: Number Sense, Logic, Algebra, Geometry, Data Analysis and Probability, and Measurement. You must pass 
all three tests before you can receive your diploma. 



Who has to take AIMS? 

All students will take AIMS in grades 3, 5, 8 and in high school. The high school level test will be one of the 
requirements for a diploma beginning with the class of 2002. These requirements may be modified or adapted for some special 
needs students. Talk to your teacher to find out if this applies to you. 



When will I take AIMS in high school? 

You will take the tests for the first time in the spring of your sophomore year. You must retake 
those tests you do not pass each time the test is given (once each semester). If you do not pass any one of 
the three tests, you will have the opportunity to retake the tests you did not pass in the fall and/or spring of 
your junior year, and in the fall and/or spring of your senior year. There will be no retesting in fall, 1999. 




What will be tested on AIMS? 

Copies of the Arizona Standards and Performance Objectives were sent home to your parents in a newsprint format. 
Test items were written to measure specifically the Standards and Performance Objectives described in that document. The 
Standards remain consistent from kindergarten to twelfth grade representing skills you have been learning since you started 
school. Although every Standard in Math, Reading, and Writing is assessed each time AIMS is given, different Performance 
Objectives are tested on different forms of the tests. Therefore, you need to be prepared for all Standards and Performance 
Objectives. 



How can I use this guide to prepare for AIMS? 

This guide is divided into the three subject areas tested on AIMS. It includes the Standards for each area that you 
are expected to know, a short explanation of each testing format, hints for test taking, sample test questions, and a scoring 
guide for written responses. It will NOT TEACH you what you should know and be able to do to score well on the tests, but it 
will help you become familiar with the tests. Knowing what to expect will help you be successful. 

How can I prepare for AIMS? 

• Attend school regularly; you miss out if you are not there! 

• Thoroughly read and be familiar with the "Arizona's Academic Standards" document so that you understand what you 

are expected to know and be able to do. 

• Ask questions and seek help if you do not understand this guide, the Standards document or your schoolwork. 

• Select classes wisely to be sure you are getting the instruction you need. 

• Take charge of your own learning! Monitor your progress. Self-assess what you know, what you can do well, and where 

you need to improve. 

• Participate in class. 

• Have a scheduled time and place to do homework and to study. 

Where can I find out more about Arizona state guidelines for AIMS? 

The Arizona Department of Education website: http://www.ade.state.az.us 
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Three basic types of items will be used on AIMS and are explained below. 



Multiple Choice 

«/ Multiple choice items will ask you to select the best response from four 

possible answer choices and indicate your choice by bubbling in the corresponding 
^ letter on an answer sheet. Although some responses will require a recall of facts, or the computation of a 
C ■ correct answer, many of the items require higher level thinking. Each multiple choice item is scored 
'TN correct (1 point) or incorrect (0 points) and contributes one point to the overall score. You will find these 
types of questions on the Reading, Writing, and Math tests. 



Short Answer 

Short answer items will require you to write your own answer and could be anything from a few words, a 
phrase, or an equation, to a few paragraphs. Many of these items will ask you for an answer and then ask you to 
explain why, supporting your answer with reasons or examples from the text, or providing 
just if ication for your answer. In the Math test, you will need to show your work in the 
detailed steps you used to solve the problem in order to earn full credit. Student responses 
on short answer items will be given 0, 1, 2, or 3 points based on a scoring guide (a rubric) 
developed for each specif ic item. A response is scored based on the quality and 
completeness of your response. You will find these short answer items on the Reading, 

Writing, and Math tests. 




Extended Response 

The extended response item will ask you to respond to a prompt, which might include 
writing a letter, an essay, or a narrative. These responses will require a well-developed and 
well-organized presentation of ideas that follow a particular format suitable to the purpose 
and audience. You will be expected to develop your written response by following the steps 
in the writing process: prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and producing a final copy. 
You will be provided with a revision checklist to guide your work. Your finished copy, not your 
prewriting or rough draft, will be scored using a six point rubric that scores each trait or 
characteristic of effective writing. The rubric for this type of item is provided in the Appendix B of this guide on 
page 31. You will find this type of question on the Writing test only. 





Scoring Short and Extended Writing Responses 

This is where your written communication skills become so important. Although 
the rubrics used for scoring are flexible enough to allow for your own unique and 
creative response, your written response still needs to be thoughtful and 
appropriate for the audience and purpose. "How long does it have to be?" you may 
ask. In these types of questions, students will sometimes offer a very limited, or 
minimal, written response (for example, a few words when complete sentences or fully developed paragraphs are 
needed). The reader is left to guess what you mean. Partial answers that do not fully answer the question will only 
earn partial credit. Responses that are off the topic, too brief to score, profane, or illegible, will be considered 
non-scorable and earn 0 points. 
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